water posmon

by MARIAN
MCMAHON

LAKE COUNTY - ‘The

construction.of the néw

-Madison Middle School near
the Madison High School
campus and public library

has managed to put Madison,

Village at odds with the Lake

County Departrnent of Utlh :

ties.

LCDU has.mamtamed the
new middle school is in its
service area and the village
believes it has the right to
provide water service to the
school. i

At the Oct. 17 Madlson

Village Council meeting, Utili-

ties: Committee chairman,
Councilman. .
Hamercheck said, “The tap-
in dispute centers around the
LCDU’s interpretation of the
bulk wateragreement (Wlth
the village).”

He said the vﬂlage d1d not
believe the area-it provides

water to should'be limited by -+

the municipal boundaries.
LCDU sanitary engineer
Al Saari and director of wa-
ter Randy Rothlisberger
were asked to respond and
explain the county’s position.

~Saari referred to his Oct. -

3 letter to the village law di-

rector, Joseph Szeman, in

which he referred to Section
3 of the Sept. 9, 2010 agree-
ment between LCDU and the
village which stated, “The
geographical area to be sup-
plied by the Board with mas-
ter meter surplus water un-
der this Agreement shall be
limited to the existing service
district of the Village of Madi-
son..."

Simply put, the contiact
signed last year specifically
limits the village’s serv1ce dis-
tnct

* The letter further stated

that a map prepared by the |

Vlllage engmeer indicated

John:

that the rmddle {school prop-. :

- erty and r.he hxgh school are -

service CllStl‘lCt
- Asked who provnded the ]

hlgh school with' Water and

sdnitary sewer service, Saan

- said the village d1d However

"LCDU 'was ug’abl to find any :
paperwork. of lany kind iri
which the county had agreed
to allow the Vlllzuge to. prowde
water and samtaxry serv1ces to
the high schooli 7 i
“What we dicl find out was
that back in’ 69 when they.
built the high s(chool at that
' point in time,| \the: samtary
engineer for th;e county was
a man by the name of Dudley
Rose, but Dudhey wasnotan
engineer, so [ don't know'
why’he was put in that posi-:
- tion,” Saari said. “Dudley was
also' the imayqr. of Madison -

Vﬂlage el e
He noted time; 'the ‘
village had its own water sys-~

tem. However, ,the water field -
went ‘bad in tYi e earl 1_9905

run a 10-inch pipe that far,
but his understandlng was
that it was to be changed to
an 8-inch pipe which would
reduce the cost.

At the .rneetmg,
Hamercheck said, . - the

advise the school’s engineers
that they are demanding the
schools tie into a low flow'
dead-end connédction on
Burns Road,”

Saari sald LCDU has hever

quality; otherwise: the EPA
would have been on- thern
about it.

“I think we're the- oniy

awards from EPA’ on our
water quality,” he said.

Saari said the V1llage also
had a dead end systefn.

county system has a system

‘in place to make sure the

water does not gei stagnant

and the water is tes ted regu-

larly.
Asked about the cost for
the water line and whether it

was worth it to dispute the'

LCDU also apparently did not’

had a problem with water -

water systenyin the state of -
" Ohio ‘that has won two-

Rothlisberger said the -

WATERFrom Pdgell

issue since the taxpayers
would be paymg the costs,
Saari said, “One of the key
issues [hat they’re not provid-
ing you is that by getting wa-
. ter from the county directly,

. it’s going to be 40 peréent less
than what the village would-

charge them.”
Rothlisberger calculated

~ the school would take six
years to pay off the cost of -

" the water line and from then

on it would sdve on water

over the village charges.
“I'think that’s a good thing
for the taxpayers over the:
long haul,” Saari said.”’
Asked for a comment
about the village wanting to
80 to court, Saari responded, -

' “We have an agreement that -

says they can’t do this, so how

“they think they are going to

win is beyond me.”

Asked about any legal
costs‘which would, in the
end, be paid by the taxpay-
ers, Saari said LCDU is an en-

_ terprise fund (riot supported

by the county general fund),
so any legal fees would come
from LCDU monies, not the

taxpayers.

" and the v111age arranged to
purchase wa'ter fr0= A
county. I ;

Asked Why LCDU allowed
Madison Villagle to prowde the ;-
samtary servige to the middle
school, Saari, 'sa1d
termined th«e cost for, the .
‘school to run a samtary line
all the way ddwn Burnis Read
to be serviceid bythe county
would have unposed a ﬁnan-
cial hardshxp on' the school..
For that reason. LCDU re
lented. :

“The couhty S water sys
tem ends o1 Burns. Road,
right on the t:lp of the school
property,” Saarx said. .

The school would then
just need to run a watet line
‘ACross its pro:perty for 2 161 -
feet, .. 2 . ;

Rothhsberger sai
esmnate was §1 30,’000 to
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